
SNAPSHOTS 

Itôs no surprise that images of flowers are extremely popular and are one of the most 

commonly printed and sold images. Flowers have a way of lifting the spirit. Because 

there are so many varieties, the type of photographs you can capture will vary and 

evoke different emotions. To make the most of your common daises or exotic orchids, 

read on. 

Zoom In for Details - Zooming in as close as possible will give you the most dramatic 

effects and details. The only true way of getting close-up, 

high quality flower photos, is by using a specialized macro 

lens (50mm to 200mm). Macro lenses uncover details that 

would be impossible to detect with the unaided eye and give 

a new, interesting perspective on the subjects. Close-ups of 

petals and buds of the flower, or water droplets can jump out 

of the page. 

You can use a telephoto lens and zoom in to the flower. In 

this case, make sure you take note of the minimum focussing 

distance of the lens. This is usually marked on the outside of 

the lens. For example, my 70-300mm telephoto lens has a 

minimum focusing distance of 1.5 meters (or 5 feet). It simply 

will not focus on anything closer. 

There are a couple of solutions for getting around the minimum focusing distance prob-

lem. One is to use extension tubes which are hollow tubes that you place between the 

camera and the lens. Essentially the tubes move the lens farther away from the cam-

eraôs sensor which allows the lens to focus on closer objects. The other solution is to 

use a close-up filter which works like a magnifying glass and attaches to the end of 

your lens. 
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News 

¶ April Meeting: Tuesday, 4/6/21 6:30 pm via Zoom 

¶ Program: ñHigh Dynamic Range Photography" by Keith Kotay  

¶ Online Digital CompetitionðAssigned Subject is Old Houses 2021 Assigned Sub-

jects: 

 

April: Old Houses 

May: Clouds 

June: Historic Lebanon 

Valley Sites 

September: Craggy 

October: Fences 

November: Scenic  

http://www.lebanoncameraclub.org
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Focus Selectively - Once you have the lens, itôs important to use selective focusing. 

Keeping everything in the image sharp means thereôs no focal point; therefore chose one 

spot of the subject and keep that sharp. Ideally, choose a low ISO for quality and use a 

tripod or a monopod so there is no camera shake ï blur is very obvious in macro shots. 

Choose a shallow DOF (depth of field), normally f/2.8ïf/8 to give everything else a slight-

ly blurry, ethereal effect. 

WeatherðWhen photographing outdoors, you will meet with all kinds of weather condi-

tions. On bright sunny days, you have to consider 

balancing the harsh sun; use fill-in flash to illumi-

nate the subject and to keep the fore and back-

grounds balanced. Use a gold reflector for 

warmth and silver or white toned reflectors to 

bounce light back on the image. Reflectors will 

also work well as a shield against the wind.  

Not every day in spring is a sunshiny blue sky 

day. But thatôs okay because the white sky days 

are perfect for photographing flowers. The soft even light of an overcast day compli-

ments the delicacy of the flowers and there are no shadows and no harsh bright spots, 

which makes it easier to get a good exposure.  

When it comes to photographing flowers, wind is your enemy. The easiest way to avoid it 

is to do your photography early in the morning when there is less chance of wind. If there 

is a bit of wind, you can use a piece of cardboard or your reflector to create a block. 

Your other option is to bring a flower inside. I photographed the flower below by taking it 

inside and placing it in front of a white sheet. 

Try Different Angles - If you want to create extra interest, think about how you are com-

posing the photograph. Remember the rule of 

thirds and play with convention by framing your 

subject matter to one side of the frame. Tilt your 

camera to get an interesting viewpoint and 

slightly crooked horizon. You can also use the 

sun creatively; point the camera towards the sun 

and flare will appear, like light beams on the im-

age. 

Background Ideas - A great way of bringing the 

indoor studio look to the outdoors is by using 

colored cards (in some situations, you can simply bring the flowers inside to the studio). 

Colored cards are easy to find and you can buy them at a stationery store or art supply 

store. To use them, place the card behind the flower, and choose a complementary or 

contrasting color to bring out the petals. If indoors, use a spotlight pointing directly at the 

back and center of the image, so as to create a gentle halo effect and a two toned back-

ground. 

As with every photograph, the background can make or break the image. Try to change 

your position so that there is nothing distracting behind your flower.  
Contõd 

Flowers contõd. 



Octo-
ber 7,  

Details and Patterns - Flowers are not just about the petals but about the leaves too. Us-

ing a creative eye, carefully pick out the fine details and repetitive patterns you can see. 

Use a macro lens to get the best magnification. You can use a ringlight flash to add con-

trast to the image, but make sure there is no blur 

or camera shake ï a common problem with ex-

tremely close up images. Shoot on a low ISO, 

either 50 or 100 to get a fine grain and bright 

color reproduction. 

Recommended Settings - Shoot with a shallow 

DOF (depth of field), of around f/4 to create a 

blurred background and make the flower stand 

out. If you are outdoors and it is a bright day, 

consider underexposing slightly by -1 stop, to 

bring out the details of the flower, the leaves and stem. 

Recommended Equipment - There are certain tools that will make shooting flowers easi-

er; a macro lens with an aperture of f/2.8 is ideal for the task. A tripod or a monopod is a 

good accessory you can use in the home or when out on location and means you can 

avoid any blur, which is always more apparent in close up images. Also take a colored 

card with you! Itôs a great way to create an instant studio background no matter where you 

are. 

BacklightingðAnother type of light that is excellent for flower photography is backlight. 

Backlight happens when the sun is directly in front of you lighting your flower from behind. 

Because flower petals are translucent, backlight makes flowers appear to glow. Try to cap-

ture backlit flowers late in the day when the sun is close to the horizon which will cast nice 

warm light on the rest of your image too. You might even be able to catch some rays of 

light filtering through the trees. 

Dark BackgroundðFlower photos with a dark background are perfect for highlighting the 

bright colors. This type of shot is easy to achieve with a flash. If done well, the background 

doesnôt even have to be black ï just simply dark. The 

image below is a fine example of using this technique: 

To achieve this effect, set the ISO to 100 or 200, set the 

f-stop to f22 or greater, and set the flash at full power 

(this works because youôre shooting at a higher f/stop or 

smaller aperture). 

Position the flash to one side, being careful not to ex-

pose the background to light. If you are using a dark 

background, donôt place it too close to your subject (try 20 inches away or farther) and be 

sure that the flash doesnôt illuminate it. 

ConclusionðThe wonderful thing about flowers is that they can be found nearly every-

where! There may be some daisies in your garden; you could buy a bouquet at the local 

store, or you could go to a park with lots of flowers. Always remember, donôt remove any-

thing that is not yours. Take your time, because flowers donôt run away. This allows you to 

really consider the composition of your photo. Flowers provide ideal subjects for obtaining 

outstanding photos! 

Source: https://photographylife.com/the-art-of-photographing-flowers and https://www.exposureguide.com/
flower-photography-tips/ and https://digital-photography-school.com/10-tips-for-improving-your-flower-photos/ 

Flowers contõd. 
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https://photographylife.com/the-art-of-photographing-flowers
https://www.exposureguide.com/flower-photography-tips/
https://www.exposureguide.com/flower-photography-tips/
https://digital-photography-school.com/10-tips-for-improving-your-flower-photos/


 

Photo Contests  
Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics) 

¶ https://www.photocontestinsider.com/ 

¶ http://www.voubs.com 

¶ Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests 

¶ https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/ 

¶ http://www.photocrowd.com 

¶ www.life-framer.com/  

¶ https://www.fanartreview.com 

 

Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challengeðmonthly 

theme and critique: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

creativeraw/?

utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=

March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%

20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest  

¶ 2021 Photography  

Contests https://

photocontest-

guru.com 

¶ Great American Pho-

to Contest Monthly 

Baby Photo 

www.greatamericanph

otocontest.com 
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Weekly Photo Challenge: 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/

weeklyphotographychallenges 

Photo Opportunities  
  

April 17 

Kite Flying Festival 

Markets at Shrewsbury 
https://
www.marketsatshrewsbury.co
m/event/kite-festival/ 
  

 

April 23 

Cruise Night 

Markets at Shrewsbury 

https://

www.marketsatshrewsbury.co

m/events/cruise-night/ 

  

   

http://Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/weeklyphotographychallenges
https://www.facebook.com/groups/weeklyphotographychallenges
https://www.facebook.com/groups/weeklyphotographychallenges
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
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A color wheel (also referred to as a color circle) is a visual representation of colors arranged according to their chro-
matic relationship. Begin a color wheel by positioning primary hues equidistant from one another, then create a 
bridge between primaries using secondary and tertiary colors. The color wheel is the basis of color theory, because 
it shows the relationship between colors. Colors that look good together are called a color harmony. Artists and 
designers use these to create a particular look or feel. You can use a color wheel to find color harmonies by using 
the rules of color combinations. To understand how the true color wheel works, you need to know that the primary 
colors (Red, Green, Blue) and secondary colors (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow) are opposites. Cyan and red are directly 
across from one another. That means you will get Cyan if you you remove all the red, and only the red, from white. 

Color Theory: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeI6Wqn4I78 

How to Use the Color Wheel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfKx7MjSEK0 

Using color theory in photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BatWJSo4DNg and https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=MFKvdidTVLc 

 

Photo Editing Feature of the Month -Colors  

A monitor profile is a type of device profile used for color management. This profile contains information about how to con-
vert colors in a monitor's color space and color gamut into colors in a device-independent color space  A color profile is a set 
of data that characterizes either a device such as a projector or a color space such as sRGB. ... Color profiles can be embedded 
into images to specify the gamut range of the data. This ensures that users see the same colors on different devices.  

Blog about ICC profiles 

Why and how to install an ICC Profile:  

How to change a color profile: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ytxa3pmqgU  

Random Idea of the Month -Profile Monitor  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeI6Wqn4I78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfKx7MjSEK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BatWJSo4DNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFKvdidTVLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFKvdidTVLc
https://blog.xritephoto.com/2017/08/icc-profiles-martin-bailey/#sthash.6b1mIDhu.dpbs
https://www.google.com/search?q=why+use+an+icc+profile&sxsrf=ALeKk01e5wVVamjkRh3VvXmPjL4oh3ZvbA%3A1616979985108&ei=EShhYKCBBoGk_QbE8aSAAw&oq=why+use+an+icc+profile&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBggAEBYQHjoECCMQJzoFCAAQkQI6CAgAELEDEIMBOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoICC4QxwEQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ytxa3pmqgU

