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Lebanon Camera Club
News
•

June Meeting: Tuesday, 6/1/21 6:30 pm at St. Stephen’s Church!

•

Note: Masks are required, and everyone must sign a COVID-19 liability waiver to attend (the form will be available at the meeting)

•

Program: "5 Tips to Improve Your Photographs" by Deb Kreider

•

Digital Competition—Assigned Subject: Historic Lebanon Valley Sites

2021 Assigned Subjects:
September: Craggy
October: Fences

Photography Educational Series—Bird Photography

November: Scenic

No meeting July
and August!

In the past, bird photography was reserved for those with very deep pockets. With long
prime lenses costing more than $8000, their high prices excluded those with more modest budgets from the party. However, with the advent of relatively inexpensive superzoom lenses from Sigma and Tamron, and even some from the mirrorless camera
makers, it is much easier to get into bird photography these days.
1) Gear
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1.1) Lenses—A long lens will give you a better
chance at filling the frame with the bird. It will
also allow you to remain at a safe distance
from it. Maintaining some distance will allow
the bird to continue its behavior without feeling
threatened, resulting in much more natural
shots. But a long focal length lens is not needed all the time. For large birds such as pelicans
and egrets, and for birds used to having people
around, you can get away with shorter focal
lengths. You don’t only want head shots of birds. For environmental shots, a shorter
lens will do the job.
If you are considering purchasing a new lens for your bird photography, a lens with a
focal length of at least 400mm will allow you to get some great shots. Most professional
bird photographers like to use lenses with focal lengths of 400mm, 500mm, 600mm or
even 800mm (you may have to remortgage your house for this one). Remember that
crop factor will work in your favor if you are not using a full frame camera. If you are
shooting with a Canon APS-C sized sensor camera, you can take advantage of a 1.6
crop factor. That means a 400mm lens becomes equivalent to 640mm on a full frame
camera. Likewise, Nikon DX shooters realize a crop factor of 1.5. If you are shooting
with a mirrorless micro four thirds format camera, the crop factor is 2, and that 400mm
lens is now equivalent to 800mm!
If you are just starting out in bird photography, try the super-zoom lenses from Sigma or
Tamron. The Sigma 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS HSM Contemporary Lens and the
Tamron SP 150-600mm f/5-6.3 Di VC USD G2 are reliable, affordable choices for beginners.
1.2) Invest in a Good Tripod and Head - Long lenses can get heavy pretty fast. For
example, Sigma’s 150-600mm lens weighs 4.3 pounds. Although it is not as heavy as
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Birds cont’d.
Canon’s 500mm f/4, which weighs just over seven pounds, it is a handful to manage for
extended periods of time. A tripod will make capturing sharp images much easier, especially in low light situations requiring longer shutter speeds. You will also find that it is
simpler to track birds in flight from a tripod, as your panning motion will be smoother.
When you choose a tripod, make sure you select one that is strong enough to carry the
camera and lens combination you will be using. It is not necessary to invest over $1000
in a Gitzo or Really Right Stuff tripod. But, a tripod is not a piece of gear that you want to
skimp on either. Buy the best quality tripod you can afford.

"[Photographers
are] the Human
Document to
keep the present
and the future in
touch with the
past."
Lewis Hine

1.3) Know Your Camera - It cannot be stressed enough how important it is to know your
camera intimately. You need to master things like how to adjust your aperture, exposure
compensation, and ISO while looking through the viewfinder. Knowing how to change
your metering modes and focus modes are musts as well. Bird photography happens
quickly. It is very easy to miss a shot if you are busy fumbling with the settings on your
camera. Practice changing your settings until they are committed to muscle memory.
This practice will not only make bird photography easier, but it will improve your keeper
rate for the rest of your photography too. Exposure compensation is probably the most
important thing to know how to change on the fly.

2) Camera Settings
2.1) Use a Fast Shutter Speed - Birds move very quickly! Make sure that you are using
a fast enough shutter speed to freeze the action. Appropriate shutter speeds vary depending on the type of bird you are photographing and what they are doing. For small
birds that flit quickly from branch to branch, keep your shutter speed above 1/2000s. For
larger birds that glide and have slower wing beats, you can get away with 1/1000s to
1/1500s. When I’m trying to capture a raptor in flight, I try and stay above 1/2000s. Of
course, you can get away with slower shutter speeds if your
subject is perching.
Using the auto ISO setting on your camera helps assure you
do not dip below a set shutter speed. If the light fades, the
camera will automatically bump up the ISO to maintain your
minimum shutter speed. If it brightens up again, the camera will
lower the ISO back down. If you are using an older camera
that does not have auto ISO, keep your eye on your shutter
speeds. If they become too slow, boost your ISO until you are satisfied that the resulting
shutter speed will be fast enough to freeze the action.
2.2) Use a Fast Frame Release Rate - You will also want to make sure that your frame
release rate is set as high as possible. When the action is happening quickly, shooting a
short burst of images improves your chances of getting a great shot, such as the burst of
five images below.

2.3) Get Out of Program Mode! - Most of the time, aperture priority works best for photographing birds, especially in concert with auto ISO. It is often asked, “What is the best
aperture setting for bird photography?” The answer is, “It depends!”
Cont’d
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Birds cont’d.
To help isolate the bird from its background, use a wide aperture to create a shallow depth of field. Many lenses are not as
sharp shot wide open as they are at narrower apertures. For
this reason, if the light allows, set your aperture a third or two
-thirds of a stop above the lens’s widest aperture.
On the other hand, a long lens has a narrow depth of field.
This can be problematic when you are photographing several
birds or larger birds, especially when the wind is blowing
feathers around. A shallow DOF can result in important areas of your image being out of
focus. If the light is bright, stopping down your aperture a few stops will help ensure all the
feathers are sharp. Shooting like this allows you a bit of a buffer if you don’t quite nail the
focus too. Of course, there is always a trade-off, a narrower aperture results in slower
shutter speeds.
There are times when you may find manual exposure mode works better than aperture
priority. In a situation where the light is not changing on your subject, but the birds are flying against backgrounds of different brightnesses, you will want to set your exposure manually. Doing so will alleviate the need to change the exposure compensation.
2.4) Understand How Auto Focus Works - Focusing on a small bird can be frustrating.
Focusing on a flying bird can be even more challenging. Most people find that using a single autofocus point gives the best chance for locking and maintaining focus. Use the center autofocus point and aim at the bird’s eye or head once it has landed on a perch.
If the bird is in flight, use one of the dynamic focus modes. Dynamic focus activates several AF points around the one you select. If the bird moves away from your selected AF
point, one of the nearby points will snap on and grab the focus, at least in theory! It works
well if you have birds flying against a blue sky. However, the tracking often gets fooled by
branches, shadows, and other birds. Make sure you read your manual! Most cameras allow you to set the sensitivity of the dynamic focus mode so your camera does not get
fooled by the background as easily. For a detailed discussion on focus modes, see Nasim’s article “DSLR Autofocus Modes Explained.”
One trick used quite a bit, especially for birds in flight, is pre-focusing. Focus on a target
that is approximately the same distance away as the bird you want to photograph. Now
aim your camera at the bird. You should find it much easier to find the bird in the viewfinder now. To up your chances of maintaining sharp focus, set your camera to continuous
auto focus. This way your camera will continue to focus for as long as you are depressing
the shutter button halfway.
3) Tips for Creating Wonderful Images of Birds
3.1) Approach Slowly and Take a “Safe Shot” - Birds are very skittish. They can sense
when you are approaching from quite a ways off and will fly away if they feel threatened.
To avoid frightening them, advance very slowly. Stop to let the bird know you are not a
threat every few feet. Try to take a “safe shot.” That is, even if you are not as close as you
would like to be, take a shot. Wait a bit, then start walking slowly forward again. Pause,
and take another image. Keep repeating the process of slowly walking closer by a few
steps, pausing and taking a shot. This will ensure that you capture at least a record shot.
Once you have reached a distance that is close enough for a good shot but a distance that
does not threaten the bird, you can start to compose and create more thoughtful images.
3.2) Research You Subjects and Anticipate Behavior - Did you know that most raptors
will poop just before they take off? Before you head off on your shoot, study the behaviors
of the species of birds you will be photographing. Learn their nesting, feeding and mating
habits. A little homework on your behalf will pay huge dividends once you are in the field.

"Most of my
images are
grounded in people.
I look for the
unguarded
moment, the
essential soul
peeking out,
experience etched
on a person’s face."
StevenMcCurry
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For example, flycatchers usually return to the same perch each time they dart off after a bug. Kingfishers will hover
before they dive for a fish. Birds tend to take off and land into the wind. Knowing these things will help you prepare
for the action in advance so that you won’t miss that captivating shot.
3.3) Isolate the Bird from the Background - It is not always easy to compose a shot with
a wild bird. Birds do not respond well to requests to stand still or fly to a better branch! More
often than not they are perching in thick branches or dense grasses. Songbirds are particularly hard to shoot, as they continually dart amongst the trees. Whenever possible, try to
capture shots with clean backgrounds. A busy background will compete with your subject.
By selecting a wide aperture, your depth of field will be shallow, and it will be easier to isolate the bird.
If the bird is not perching in an ideal location, try to find an angle that isolates him. Shoot from lower down, so the
sky becomes the background. Or move to one side so that the leaves from a bush further away become your background. The farther away the background is from your subject, the more out of focus it will appear, allowing the bird
to be the star of the photo.
If you still can’t find an angle that works, then study the bird’s behavior. Does he flit between other branches? Maybe
one of them would make a better composition. Move your camera and set up your shot. Now, wait for the bird to
land there. This is where patience pays off!

3.4) Focus on the Bird’s Eye - Just as with portrait photography, a sharply focused eye is key to creating stunning
photographs of birds. A sharply focused eye creates a connection with the animal and helps to draw the viewer into
the image. Although not always possible, try to position yourself with the sun behind you.
Doing so will create lovely catch lights, or highlights, in the bird’s eyes.
3.5) Look for Great Light - For the best light, get out first thing in the morning and later in
the day. These times are also when birds are the most active. The light changes quickly at
sunrise and sunset, so make sure you are checking your exposure frequently. You will need
to raise your ISO to maintain fast enough shutter speeds and open up your lens to its widest
aperture as the sun goes down.
3.6) Visit a Location Frequently - The best way to familiarize yourself with lighting conditions, bird habitats and
good vantage points is to visit a site often. .

3.7) Capture Behavior - Everyone loves a good bird portrait, but capturing bird behavior can be the most rewarding. But, it is also the most difficult. A good place to
start is to photograph birds landing and taking off. Stand with the wind at your back
and take a burst of shots with a fast shutter speed to freeze the action.
4) Have Fun!
Remember that it is not the gear that takes great shots. It is practice, planning and
proper execution that brings home keepers. The more you practice, the better you will
become at locking focus on the eye and capturing birds in flight. Bird photography is very rewarding, highly addictive
and a lot of fun. Capturing a sharp shot of a bird in action will send an adrenalin rush through your body!
Source: Bird Photography Tips and Tricks (photographylife.com) and 10 Incredible Bird Photography Tips for Beginners (digital-photography-school.com)
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Photo Contests
•

2021 Photography
Contests https://
photocontestguru.com

•

Great American Photo Contest Monthly
Baby Photo
www.greatamericanph
otocontest.com
Weekly Photo Challenge:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/
weeklyphotographychallenges

Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics)
•
•

https://www.photocontestinsider.com/
http://www.voubs.com

•

Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/
http://www.photocrowd.com
www.life-framer.com/

•

https://www.fanartreview.com

•
•
•

Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly
theme and critique: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
creativeraw/?
utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%
20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest

Photo Opportunities

June 5-13
Philadelphia Flower Show
Philadelphia Convention Center
https://phsonline.org/the-flower-show
June 4, 5, 6
Annual WWII Weekend
Mid-Atlantic Air museum, Reading
Regional Airport, Reading, PA
http://www.maam.org/wwii/
ww2_sched.htm

June 12-20
PA Laurel Festival
Wellsboro
https://www.wellsboropa.com/
index.php/PA-State-Laurel-Festival

June 21
FamilyFest
American Helicopter Museum, West
Chester https://
americanhelicopter.museum/events/
familyfest/

June 20—Free Admission for Dads
Hershey Gardens
http://www.hersheygardens.org/events
-programs/2094
June 27
10AM-5PM
Cherry Fair and Early American
Craft Show
Schaeffer Farm, Schaefferstown
www.hsimuseum.org
June 25-27
Pocono 400
https://www.poconoraceway.com/

Volume 40, Issue 6
Page 6

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Fixing Blurry Images

How to fix a blurry image in Photoshop: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9om9cWYKlu8 and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9mlsGOhKHw
How to fix a blurry image in Lightroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6RutePUMGA

Random Idea of the Month-Lens Basics
Beginner lenses explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y4D4_vaUx4
And more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6MtN_BtMmI
Focal lengths and lenses: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5dmPUABing
When to use which lens: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWdUg7sTQqQ
Best camera lens brands: https://www.phototraces.com/b/best-camera-lens-brands/
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Workshops and Tours
Apogee Photo Magazine
For more information log on to
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml
Wildlife and Nature Travel
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops
www.artwolfeworkshops.com
Don Smith Photography
www.donsmithphotography.com

Brenda Tharp
www.brendatharp.com/
M&M Photo Tours
http://www.mmphototours.com/

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/
Outdoor Photo Workshops
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com
Photo Workshop Adventures
www.photoworkshopadventures.com
Michael Francis Photo Shoots
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours
www.ospreyphoto.com
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops
www.tomdwyerphoto.com
Horizon Photography Workshops
www.horizonworkshops.com

Arizona Highway Photo Workshops
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography
Seminar
http://www.photosafaris.com/
Jack Graham Photography
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/
Rocky Mountain Reflections
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America
http://www.sphotography.com

Below is a link of online pdf files from
past workshops and monthly meeting
presentations:

http://www.lebanoncameraclub.org/
newsletters
https://www.lebanoncameraclub.org/
links

SNAPSHOTS
Volume 40, Issue 6, June, 2021

www.lebanoncameraclub.org

2020 Officers
President: Paul Hess
rvdoc@comcast.net

Meetings are the
first Tuesday of
each month!

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum,
ejgun@evenlink.com
Secretary: Tammy Wolfe,
lebanoncamera@gmail.com
Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship
mjoship@comcast.net

If you would like to do a program on anything
digital related or know someone who would,
please let us know.

Program: Keith Kotay
keith@kotay.net
Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove
connief922@gmail.com

Or

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,
melodiebee@gmail.com

If you have something of interest for our members, please email them to the Newsletter
Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com.

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,
sypher1@comcast.net

Road will become Sandhill Road.
Keep on Sandhill road until it
branches to the left into Grace
Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10
of a mile from the split before you
pass Youth for Christ and Fisher
Bus..

Everyone is invited to attend
our regular monthly meetings.
Unless otherwise noted we
meet the first Tuesday at
6:30PM in St. Stephen’s
Christian Fellowship Church,
1100 Hunter Chase Lane,
Lebanon PA.
Directions: From Rt 72 N of
Lebanon where N 12th St
becomes Jonestown Road at
the
McDonalds,
follow
Jonestown Road north past
the Turkey Hill. Jonestown

The club is a member of the Photographic Society of American
(PSA).
Cancellation or last minute changes of events will normally be sent
to members via email and broadcast on radio station WLBR, AM
1270.
Only members may enter competitions. Dues are $25 per year and
include the newsletter and monthly
meeting minutes.
Digital Competition entries are due
at least one day prior to the scheduled competition.

Competition Committee will keep
winning Print entries for the end of
year competition unless the member requests return of entries before then. In that case, the member would be responsible for resubmitting them for the end of year
competition.
Products and services of interest
to photographers are presented as
a service without review or endorsement.
Trademarks are the property of the
respective companies. Graphics
copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft
Corporation, the club, or as
marked.
Dates and times of events may
change. Please check local listings.

