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Lebanon Camera Club
News
•

May Meeting: Tuesday, 5/4/21 6:30 pm via Zoom

•

Program: "Image Analysis Workshop" by Heide Stover (Photographic Society
of America)

•

Online Digital Competition—Clouds

2021 Assigned Subjects:
June: Historic Lebanon
Valley Sites

Photography Educational Series—Composition
Learning the rules of photo composition seems overwhelming to many photographers, but it
doesn’t need to be that way. Below are easy to understand tips to get you composing the way
that the pros do. These simple yet powerful guidelines will be a fantastic way to visually express yourself with your camera. These guidelines will help you take more compelling photographs, lending them a natural balance, drawing attention to the important parts of the scene, or leading
the viewer's eye through the image.

September: Craggy
October: Fences
November: Scenic

Once you are familiar with these composition tips,
you'll be surprised at just how universal most of them
are. You'll spot them everywhere, and you'll find it
easy to see why some photos "work" while others feel
like simple snapshots.
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Rule of Thirds - Imagine that your image is divided into 9 equal segments by 2 vertical and 2
horizontal lines. The rule of thirds says that you should position the most important elements
in your scene along these lines, or at the points where they intersect. Doing so will add balance and interest to your photo. Some cameras even offer an option to superimpose a rule of
thirds grid over the LCD screen, making it even easier to use.
For the rule of thirds with people, remember that it’s the person’s face that should be on either the left or right intersecting points. Landscape and scenic photographers can also make
use of this rule, but aren’t limited to a tic-tac-toe grid. Keep in mind that your own landscape
photo doesn’t need to exactly follow the three horizontal lines. The lines are simply guides to
help you balance your photo into three distinct sections.
Balancing Elements - Placing your main subject offcentre, as with the rule of thirds, creates a more interesting photo, but it can leave a void in the scene which
can make it feel empty. You can achieve a balanced
composition and even out the main subject's "visual
weight" by including another object of lesser importance to fill the space.
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Composition cont’d.
Leading Lines - When we look at a photo, our eye is naturally
drawn along lines. By thinking about how you place these leading lines in your composition, you can affect the way we view
the image, pulling us into the picture, towards the subject, or
on a journey "through" the scene. There are many different
types of line - straight, diagonal, curvy, zigzag, radial etc - and
each can be used to enhance our photo's composition.

"I try to use
whatever I know
about
photography to
be of service to
the people I’m
photographing."
James Nachtwey

The term leading lines refers to a photo that includes a visual pathway. A visual pathway helps
the viewer feel that they can travel through the picture. Think of it as a line that visually leads
people through your picture. The leading line doesn’t always have to be straight. It can sometimes have angles or even curves. Can you see yourself walking down this set of stairs? If so, the
photo has a leading line. Look for any lines during your next photo shoot and create a path for
your viewer to visually walk up, down, or through.
S-curve - The S-curve is a tried and true method to help your viewer
explore your photo. The viewer imagines that they are walking through
the street or path that you photographed. Look for S-curves in walking
parks and roadways. The curve can be subtle, or it can be very strong
and obvious.
Symmetry and Patterns - We are surrounded by
symmetry and patterns, both natural and manmade. They can make for very eye-catching compositions, particularly in
situations where they are not expected. Another great way to use them is
to break the symmetry or pattern in some way, introducing tension and a
focal point to the scene.
Background - How many times have you taken what you thought would be a great shot, only
to find that the final image lacks impact because the subject blends
into a busy background? The human eye is excellent at distinguishing between different elements in a scene, whereas a camera has a
tendency to flatten the foreground and background, and this can
often ruin an otherwise great photo. Thankfully this problem is usually easy to overcome at the time of shooting - look around for a
plain and unobtrusive background and compose your shot so that it
doesn't distract or detract from the subject.
Depth - Because photography is a two-dimensional medium, we have
to choose our composition carefully to conveys the sense of depth
that was present in the actual scene. You can create depth in a photo
by including objects in the foreground, middle ground and background. Another useful composition technique is overlapping, where
you deliberately partially obscure one object with another. The human eye naturally recognises these layers
and mentally separates them out, creating an image with more depth.
Emphasise your scene's depth by including interesting subjects at varying distances from the camera.
Framing - The world is full of objects which make perfect natural
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Composition cont’d.
frames, such as trees, archways and holes. By placing these around the edge of the composition
you help to isolate the main subject from the outside world. The result is a more focused image
which draws your eye naturally to the main point of interest.
Cropping - Often a photo will lack impact because the main subject is so
small it becomes lost among the clutter of its surroundings. By cropping
tight around the subject you eliminate the background "noise", ensuring
the subject gets the viewer's undivided attention.
Look for Repeating Elements In A Scene - Repeating elements simply
means that there is a series of identical or similar objects that recede into
the background. This type of composition has the feeling of harmony
and depth, and allows your viewer to get a sense of distance when looking at your photo.
Composing with color - If possible look for colorful scenes that have two, three, or five different
color sections. Another way to compose with color is to have your
subjects match their background, or at least a background item in the
scene. The two similar colors tie the photo together, creating a strong
composition. To practice this technique, find a bright color next
time you are in a city, and wait until the right person enters your
picture.
Use High And Low Angles - Did you know that about 90% of all photographs are taken at eyelevel? Why not be among the interesting 10% and try high and low
angle photography? Your photos will stand out from the crowd simply
because you took the time to change your position. For high angle
photos try shooting downward from bridges or windows. For low angle photos get right down on the sidewalk and capture a perspective
that people rarely see.
Take Both Horizontal And Vertical Photos - Should you take horizontal or vertical photos? The
answer is yes to both! It’s a great idea to take both versions of the same photo for potential magazine covers, or wall art in your house. When possible, try and take two versions of the same scene.
Create Texture And Pattern Photos - The thing about pattern or texture photos is that they
never have a main subject matter. To create a texture or pattern photo, make sure that you have hundreds (or thousands) of objects that
are visually similar and placed tightly together. Try a large brick wall,
sand at a beach, a field of flowers of the same species and color, or a
sky full of rippling or wavy clouds. Don’t forget to fill the entire frame
of your camera with the tiles, rocks, or whatever objects you are using.
Composition in photography is far from a science, and as a result all of the "rules" above should
be taken with a pinch of salt. If they don't work in your scene, ignore them; if you find a great
composition that contradicts them, then go ahead and shoot it anyway. But they can often prove
to be spot on, and are worth at least considering whenever you are out and about with your camera.
Source: https://www.photographymad.com/pages/view/10-top-photography-composition-rules
and https://photographypro.com/composition/

"If I could tell the
story in words, I
wouldn't need to
lug around a
camera."
Lewis Hine
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Photo Contests
•

2021 Photography
Contests https://
photocontestguru.com

•

Great American Photo Contest Monthly
Baby Photo
www.greatamericanph
otocontest.com
Weekly Photo Challenge:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/
weeklyphotographychallenges

Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics)
•
•

https://www.photocontestinsider.com/
http://www.voubs.com

•

Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/
http://www.photocrowd.com
www.life-framer.com/

•

https://www.fanartreview.com

•
•
•

Daily Photo Contest: https://gurushots.com/ The World’s Greatest
Photography Game
Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly
theme and critique: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
creativeraw/?
utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%
20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest

Photo Opportunities
May 2
Go Fly a Kite Day
Berks County Youth Recreation
Facility
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/
Parks/Pages/KiteDay.aspx

May 7-10
Longwood Gardens
Mother’s Day Weekend
https://longwoodgardens.org/eventsperformances

May 9-10
Hershey Gardens
Mother’s Day Weekend
9am-5pm
https://www.hersheygardens.org/

May 1&2—Warbler Weekend
Walk and Spring Weekend Programs-Hawk Mountain
http://www.hawkmountain.org/
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Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Aspect Ratio
The aspect ratio of an image is the ratio of its width to its height. It is commonly expressed as two numbers separated by a colon, as in 16:9. For an x:y aspect ratio, the image is x units wide and y units high.

Why aspect ratio is important: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ0m75bGGGg
Aspect ratios defined: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-dUveGINTg
Aspect ratio in videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MCS1pCfNeo
Very good video about aspect ratios in photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9S8EIYnV30Q and https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9-pPB75hH2Q
Comparison of aspect ratios vs. resolution: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfkCRykZUOI

Random Idea of the Month-Neutral Density and Polarizing Filters
3 filters you need: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwS884KUiOc
Guide to using filters: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdBUr2NKkNo
Neutral Density Filters: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wokMN0rBKlI
Polarizing Filters: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoHDsqK6-Dk
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Workshops and Tours
Apogee Photo Magazine
For more information log on to
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml
Wildlife and Nature Travel
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops
www.artwolfeworkshops.com
Don Smith Photography
www.donsmithphotography.com

Brenda Tharp
www.brendatharp.com/
M&M Photo Tours
http://www.mmphototours.com/

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/
Outdoor Photo Workshops
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com
Photo Workshop Adventures
www.photoworkshopadventures.com
Michael Francis Photo Shoots
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours
www.ospreyphoto.com
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops
www.tomdwyerphoto.com
Horizon Photography Workshops
www.horizonworkshops.com

Arizona Highway Photo Workshops
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography
Seminar
http://www.photosafaris.com/
Jack Graham Photography
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/
Rocky Mountain Reflections
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America
http://www.sphotography.com

Below is a link of online pdf files from
past workshops and monthly meeting
presentations:

http://www.lebanoncameraclub.org/
newsletters
https://www.lebanoncameraclub.org/
links
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2020 Officers
President: Paul Hess
rvdoc@comcast.net

Meetings are the
first Tuesday of
each month!

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum,
ejgun@evenlink.com
Secretary: Tammy Wolfe,
lebanoncamera@gmail.com
Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship
mjoship@comcast.net

If you would like to do a program on anything
digital related or know someone who would,
please let us know.

Program: Keith Kotay
keith@kotay.net
Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove
connief922@gmail.com

Or

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,
melodiebee@gmail.com

If you have something of interest for our members, please email them to the Newsletter
Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com.

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,
sypher1@comcast.net

Road will become Sandhill Road.
Keep on Sandhill road until it
branches to the left into Grace
Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10
of a mile from the split before you
pass Youth for Christ and Fisher
Bus..

Everyone is invited to attend
our regular monthly meetings.
Unless otherwise noted we
meet the first Tuesday at
6:30PM in St. Stephen’s
Christian Fellowship Church,
1100 Hunter Chase Lane,
Lebanon PA.
Directions: From Rt 72 N of
Lebanon where N 12th St
becomes Jonestown Road at
the
McDonalds,
follow
Jonestown Road north past
the Turkey Hill. Jonestown

The club is a member of the Photographic Society of American
(PSA).
Cancellation or last minute changes of events will normally be sent
to members via email and broadcast on radio station WLBR, AM
1270.
Only members may enter competitions. Dues are $25 per year and
include the newsletter and monthly
meeting minutes.
Digital Competition entries are due
at least one day prior to the scheduled competition.

Competition Committee will keep
winning Print entries for the end of
year competition unless the member requests return of entries before then. In that case, the member would be responsible for resubmitting them for the end of year
competition.
Products and services of interest
to photographers are presented as
a service without review or endorsement.
Trademarks are the property of the
respective companies. Graphics
copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft
Corporation, the club, or as
marked.
Dates and times of events may
change. Please check local listings.

