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Club News
January Meeting
•

Tuesday, 1/4/22 6:30 pm via Zoom—https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/89671206942?pwd=ektoc1BYR0hRT1czandRUlZ5Q0Nydz09

Note: Masks are required, and everyone must sign a COVID-19 liability waiver to attend (the form will be available at the meeting)
•

Program: "A Larger Moon" by Keith Kotay

•

Digital Competition— 1. November digital competition results and image critique,. 2. January digital competition
image preview. Assigned Subject: "Textures"

Educational Photo Series-Shadows
Have you ever noticed the role of shadows in photography?

2022 Assigned
Subjects
January - Textures
February - Toys
March - Frosty
April - Glass
May - Twisted and Tangled
June - Water Drops on
Petals
September - Street Photography
October - Water
November - Barns

Inside this issue

A shadow is the result of the relationship between the subject’s location
and the direction of the light source. With front light, the shadow falls behind the subject. When side lit, it appears on the opposite side that’s lit.
When the sun is directly overhead, the shadow is revealed under the subject. The more intense the source of light, the deeper the shadow and higher the contrast. When working with shadows, incorporate these tips for
successful images.
Shadows form anchor points and add compositional elements. When
they’re very intense, a shadow can be the primary element of the composition. The introduction of a shadow into the image immediately adds a dimension of creativity and makes the photo more graphic. It adds depth and
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Shadows continued
dimension, which gives a two-dimensional image a third dimension. It provides an avenue that allows us
to reach into the photo and touch the elements. This is powerful.
When working with shadows, treat it with as much respect as you do the primary subject. Use the rule of thirds to decide where the shadow should be positioned.
To produce a technically perfect shadow, bias your exposure so the shadow
density is rich and dark. But be careful to not underexpose too much or else
you’ll muddy up the other tones in the photo. Be sure you check your histogram
at the time of capture. In post-processing the file, use Levels or Curves to tame the highlights and work
the blacks to deepen the shadow.
Look for shadows that create dark backgrounds in your images. When a lit subject is offset against a dark
background in deep shadow, the subject comes forward and pops off the page. If a background is distracting, wait for a shadow cast by a cloud to darken it naturally. Bright highlights will be tamed. This acts
in your favor as they won’t become eye sores in the final image. In the photo of the egret displaying its
breeding plumage, a cloud cast a shadow on the background foliage and when the bird displayed, I took
advantage of the improved lighting situation.
Scenics are best photographed early or late in the day when
the sun is low on the horizon. The color is warm, and there’s
a quality to the light that’s unachievable at any other time of
day. The low light angle creates side-lit conditions that enhance shadows and highlights. In the wide-angle scenic made
at White Sands National Park in New Mexico, the light just
crested the horizon and the shadows that were created were
spectacular. Be sure to exploit this time of day to make the shadows in your scenics iconic.
As photographers, we pay a great deal of attention to light, and for a good reason. Light is the basis of all
photography – and impacts what we see and how we see it! Often, lighting makes or breaks an image, and
knowing how to work with light will help you capture breathtaking photographs.
But while we focus a great deal on light, darkness – the absence of light, is often overlooked. This is unfortunate since
darkness and shadows are important as well. The play between
light and dark and the contrast between different shades of
light can significantly impact composition, and knowing how to
work with these contrasting elements can result in some truly spectacular images.
Shadows can help to direct attention to a specific point in the composition. They can reveal form or hide
features that may be better left unseen. They can also be used to add a hint of drama, emotion, interest,
or mystery to a photo. And, of course, they can emphasize the light, drawing attention to highlights in an
image. While it takes practice to perfect the balance of perfect light and darkness in your photos, getting
started with shadows is relatively simple – there isn’t a huge learning curve required to begin.
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Shadows continued
1.Add Contrast—Shadows are a great way to add tonal contrast
to an image since lowlights contrast beautifully with the lighter
areas or highlights in a photo. Using shadows for contrast is especially important if you’re creating black and white photos since
you won’t use color to add interest or create contrast. When
composing your images, pay attention to the light and shadows
and adjust your position or move your subject to create a strong
composition.
2. Serve As a Focal Point—Shadows make great subjects! You can
feature a shadow as part of the focal point by including it with
the subject. Or, consider leaving the subject out of the image and
focusing instead on the shadows. This works especially well if the
subject has a strong outline – such as a person, animal, trees, a
bicycle, or any other form that’s easily recognizable. Another idea
is to angle your camera, so the subject’s at the bottom of the
frame and the shadow on top, allowing it to be the main focal
point.
3. Direct Attention—Shadows don’t have to be front and center!
They can also direct attention to the main point of interest. When
composing your landscape images, pay attention to how the light
and shadows are hitting the
land. Look for ways to compose
your shots so that the shadows
draw attention to the main focal
point. For portrait photography,
shadows can be used similarly to
mask and reveal certain aspects of the subject – for example,
their eyes or part of their face.
4. Reveal Texture—Shadows can also reveal the texture of the
landscape. When the sun is at a lower angle to the horizon, it
casts shadows across the land, drawing out details and adding
depth and interest. This is in contrast to
brightly overcast days, where the light
from the sun is softly diffused – resulting in fewer shadows and more even
lighting. Often, photographers seek out
dramatic lighting as it’s great for capturing ripples in the sand on a beach or
emphasizing the shape and angles of
rolling hills, jagged mountain peaks, and
other various landscapes.

Photo Contests
• Weekly Photo Challenge:
• https://www.facebook.com/groups/
weeklyphotographychallenges
Various Photo Contests (Many Different
Topics)
• https://
www.photocontestinsider.com/
• https://photocontestguru.com
• http://www.voubs.com
• www.greatamericanphotocontest.com
• www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
• https://
www.outdoorphotographer.com/
photo-contests/
• http://www.photocrowd.com
• https://www.fanartreview.com
Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly theme and
critique: Click here
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Shadows continued
5. Emphasize Emotion—While light makes an image seem bright
and cheerful, shadows can convey strong emotion, particularly in
portrait photography. They can also add a sense of mystery and
drama to a composition. Think of a dancer shrouded in darkness
or a subject that’s partially obscured by a shadow. Using predominantly dark tones is known as low-key photography and is a great
way to capture images that convey strong emotion.
6. Add Depth and Dimension—Shadows and light can be used to emphasize the sense of distance in an image, allowing you to create compositions with depth and dimension. This is true for landscapes and close-up
shots alike.
7. Use Shadows to Create Color—When bright, translucent objects
block the light source, the result is colorful shadows! This can be a
fun way to add some artistic flair to your portraits – or other images.
Brightly colored balloons, umbrellas, and other semi-see-through
items all work great. For best results, wait for a bright, sunny day
and directly position the bright objects to block the sun.
Extra Tips for Capturing Shadows
If you keep your eyes open, you’ll find plenty of great opportunities to include shadows in your images. The
dramatic lighting after a storm or the soft early morning or late afternoon light are all great opportunities to
capture beautiful shadows in your compositions. Keep in mind that the shadows will be longer when the sun
is closer to the horizon. In the same way, if you are photographing indoors using a lamp or an off-camera
flash, the closer your light source is to the surface, the longer the shadow will be.
When capturing shadows, it’s a good idea to use your camera in manual
mode. This will give you more control over the exposure and the resulting
images. If you use automatic mode, there’s a good chance that your shadows will come out too light.
You’ll also want to use your camera’s LCD screen or histogram to expose
the image properly. If it’s not, you can always use exposure value (EV)
compensation to adjust it. If you see that a shot is too bright, dial the exposure down to deepen the shadows.
While light is a vital part of photography, the absence of light is also important. Paying attention to available
light and learning to manipulate it or work with it to create highlights and lowlights in your images intentionally will help you capture interesting and varied photos drama, depth, and lots of visual interest.
The next time you’re out in the field, if you’re not already a shadow shooter, take note of them and work them into your
compositions.
Source: https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/tips-techniques/photo-tip-of-week/working-with-shadows-in-yourphotography/ and https://contrastly.com/working-with-shadows-in-your-photography/

Photo Opportunities

Photo Idea Calendar

November 19-January 10,
Christmas at Longwood
Gardens
LongwoodGardens.org

January 1—Mummers Parade, Philadelphia
https://uncoveringpa.com/
guide-to-the-mummersparade-philadelphia
January 8-15—
Pennsylvania Farm Show
https://uncoveringpa.com/
pennsylvania-farm-show
All Winter
Frozen Waterfalls at Rickets Glenn

Workshops
Apogee Photo Magazine
For more information log on to
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml
Wildlife and Nature Travel
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops
www.artwolfeworkshops.com
Don Smith Photography
www.donsmithphotography.com
Brenda Tharp
www.brendatharp.com/
M&M Photo Tours
http://www.mmphototours.com/
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography Seminar
http://www.photosafaris.com/
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Jack Graham Photography
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/
Rocky Mountain Reflections
www.rockymtnrefl.com/
photographyworkshops.html
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America
http://www.sphotography.com
Photo Workshop Adventures
www.photoworkshopadventures.com
Michael Francis Photo Shoots
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours
www.ospreyphoto.com
Horizon Photography Workshops
www.horizonworkshops.com

Photo Editing Feature—Color Balance and White Balance
Color balance is an important aspect of editing
photos, so they look as natural as what you
have photographed. Often, it’s not a problem
because most photos are made with a single
light source or lights of the same color temperature. Other times,
the balance or white balance needs to be adjusted in post-processing.
Everything you need to know about white balance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iu1LxvYUXZo
Color correction and white balance 101: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OhtQ-Onux0

Color correction in Lightroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2MEx-Vs7YGg

Random Idea of the Month-Music Photography
A day in the life of a music photography: https://onlinephotographytraining.com/2021/12/09/aday-in-the-life-of-music-photographer-adam-elmakias/
Camera basics for music photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqxLsK6YkIw
Tips and how to get started in concert photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyBxPsg0RU
More tips: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D8HTk4BnQI
How to get better at music photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Jec5QsRuEs
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Officers
President: Paul Hess, rvdoc@comcast.net
Vice President: Ed Gundrum, ejgun@evenlink.com

Meetings are the
first Tuesday of
each month!

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, lebanoncamera@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joni Bonus O’Ship mjoship@comcast.net
Program: Keith Kotay keith@kotay.net
Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove connief922@gmail.com
Competition: Melodie Bechtel, melodiebee@gmail.com
Community Affairs: Bill Sypher, sypher1@comcast.net
Webmaster: Tom Gainer, tom_gainer@comcast.net

If you would like to do a program on anything digital
related or know someone who would, please let us
know.
Or
If you have something of interest for our members,
please email them to the Newsletter
Editor, Connie at Lebanon-camera@gmail.com.

Everyone is invited to attend
our regular monthly
meetings.
Unless otherwise noted we
meet the first Tuesday at
6:30PM in St. Stephen’s
Christian Fellowship Church,
1100 Hunter Chase Lane,
Lebanon PA.
The club is a member of the
Photographic Society of
American (PSA).
Cancellation or last minute
changes of events will normally be sent to members via
email and broadcast on radio
station WLBR, AM 1270.

Only members may enter
competitions. Dues are $25
per year and include the
newsletter and monthly
meeting minutes.
Digital Competition entries
are due at least one day prior
to the scheduled competition.

Competition Committee will keep
winning Print entries for the end
of year competition unless the
member requests return of entries
before then. In that case, the
member would be responsible for
re-submitting them for the end of
year competition.
Directions: From Rt 72 N of Lebanon where N 12th St becomes
Jonestown Road at the McDonalds, follow Jonestown Road north
past the Turkey Hill. Jonestown
Road will become Sandhill Road.
Keep on Sandhill road until it
branches to the left into Grace
Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10
of a mile from the split before you
pass Youth for Christ and Fisher
Bus.
Products and services of interest
to photographers are presented as
a service without review or endorsement.
Trademarks are the property of
the respective companies.
Graphics copyright © 2001-2004

Microsoft Corporation, the
club, or as marked.
Dates and times of events
may change. Please check
local listings.

Below are links of
online pdf files from
past workshops and
monthly meeting
presentations:
http://
www.lebanoncameraclub.or
g/newsletters

https://
www.lebanoncameracl
ub.org/links

