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Club News
May Meeting
•

Tuesday, 5/3/22 6:30 pm at St. Stephen’s Church!

•

Program: Water Droplet Photography How-to Videos

•

Famous Photographer Profile: Dorothea Lange

•

Digital Competition—
•
•
•

April digital competition results & image critique
May digital competition image preview
Assigned Subject: Twisted and Tangled

Educational Photo SeriesPhotographic Inspiration
Many of us like to travel. The new experiences and settings inspire us to take out
our cameras and snap away. But you don’t have to travel to find photographic inspiration. It can be found all
around you. There is photographic magic wherever you are. The
secret for finding photographic
inspiration lies in you, the photographer, not the place. If you are in
a rut, you may simply have become too familiar with your local
surroundings to see the photographic possibilities. Here are
eleven tips to inspire you to take
photos closer to home.
(See the Photographic Possibilities—It does not matter where you live – really.
One guarantee is that wherever you live, a photographer somewhere loves what
you have. Take a look around you. Maybe your world has a lot of texture and graffiti. Or maybe your world is wide-open spaces with a big sky. You may be surrounded by family, who are all potential models for a lifestyle shoot. Or you can explore
the everyday lives of people as they pass by you on the street. Look through the

2022 Assigned
Subjects
May - Twisted and Tangled
June - Water Drops on
Petals
September - Street Photography
October - Water
November - Barns
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Photographic Inspiration continued
thousands of Flickr groups. There are photography fans of all sorts. It may be that there are photographic possibilities right outside your front door. You just need to see them.
Explore at Different Times of Day—We often visit familiar places at similar times. We go for a mid-morning walk or
drive to and from work at the same time each day. To shake things up a bit, try photographing familiar places at
different times of the day. Take a walk at first light or under a full moon or go out during your lunch break. The light
will be different, and shadows change. Familiar places become new again. You may see birds that you have never
seen or an urban fox. There may be more street activity or interesting reflections on a window. Photographing familiar places at different times of the day may open up a world you have never seen along a familiar path. Even a few
hours can make all the difference.
Repeat Visits to Local Spots—It is not an accident that
the best photos of a place are often made by local photographers. They have the advantage of visiting a place
many times throughout the year. Visit a favorite beach
or local park in the winter or take a walk down a familiar
street. A well-known place may be very different when
there are no people or when the weather is stormy.
Each time you visit, explore a little deeper. Look beyond
the obvious subjects that catch your eye. Turn over every rock, maybe literally. Stand in one place and look,
really look. Sometimes the best pictures are ones that
you discover when you
Getting Off Auto Guide—Find the Light—Even the most mundane scene can become magical in the right light. Many
of the best photos are taken in the early morning and late evening. Light
comes in at an angle, casting interesting shadows. But even artificial light can
be interesting. It may cast a colored glow or create complex shadows with
many light sources vying for attention. Play with colors and beams of light.
Change your angle to see how the light changes as you move around. Do not
worry so much about the subject of your photograph. Follow the light and see
where it lands. A crack in the sidewalk or a lone leaf is all you need.
(This bushel of peppers at a local farmer’s market became magical as the light hit it. I intended to
photograph people shopping at the market, but ended up spending an hour watching the light
move and change the colors and shadows)

Look at Detail—Familiar scenes can become works of art if you look closer.
Move a step nearer. Zoom in or use a macro lens if you have one. Look at the
detail. Explore a pattern, a line, or a texture. You may have photographed a
tree before but look again at the wood grain. Find the shapes within the shape of a flower or a building. Miniature
worlds exist within a pattern of rust or under a tree root.
Change your Perspective—Drone photography has become very popular. It lets us see the world from a whole new
vantage point. We see the world at eye level, and we often photograph at eye level. But everyone sees the world this
way. There is nothing unusual about this view. Change up your perspective and see the world in a completely different light.
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Photographic Inspiration continued
You don’t have to invest in a drone to do this. Find a place to get high.
The top of a parking garage works. Or go low. Of course, you can lay on
the ground, but many cameras have a flip-out screen to let you be comfortable as you hold the camera low. Use an ultra-wide-angle lens to see
the world from a much wider perspective than your eyes allow. If you
don’t have one for your camera, your mobile phone might have one.
Set Yourself a Challenge—Once you notice something – a color, a make
of car, an item of clothing – you start seeing it everywhere. It is not that
the hats or the color red didn’t exist before. You just started seeing
them. If you pay attention to the color red, you will see it. Suddenly, everyone you meet seems to have a beard. Your attention guides what you
see. Use this and set yourself a photographic challenge. Go out to find a
particular color or emotion. Find happiness on the streets or the red in a
cornfield. Find round windows or purple flowers. It almost does not
matter what specific challenge you set. The challenge itself sharpens
your attention.
Photograph Ugly—A different sort of challenge is to find something ugly
and make it the subject of a beautiful photograph. Instead of closing
your eyes to the ugliness in our
world, embrace it. Once you find an
ugly subject, maybe it’s a weed or a
burnt-out building, explore what
features make it ugly to your eye.
This helps you look at the subject
objectively and in greater detail.
You will discover a lot about your
photographic preferences. Then, consider what might change your subject into Cinderella. If there is a busy background, zoom in close and blur
the background by using a shallow depth of field. If the colors are uninspiring, process the photo in black and white. Or go in the other direction
and highlight the unattractive features. Dramatize wrinkles or textures
with deep shadows. Art does not have to be beautiful to be powerful.
See Your World with Different Eyes—
Visit your world with different eyes.
Imagine how a tourist would view
your familiar world. See the space
from the perspective of a child or a
pet. It is not just the perspective. A
child sees the world from a lower vantage point. But imagine what a child
or a cat might find interesting in your
world. A child is attracted by color and
motion. Anything has the possibility
of becoming a toy of imagination. Go
to a local visitor’s center and see what

Photo Contests
• Weekly Photo Challenge:
• https://www.facebook.com/groups/
weeklyphotographychallenges
Various Photo Contests (Many Different
Topics)
• https://
www.photocontestinsider.com/
• https://photocontestguru.com
• http://www.voubs.com
• www.greatamericanphotocontest.com
• www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
• https://
www.outdoorphotographer.com/
photo-contests/
• http://www.photocrowd.com
• https://www.fanartreview.com
Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly theme and
critique: Click here

PSA Events
•

PJ Story Book Competition—The
Photojournalism Division is hosting
a digital Story Book Competition! Beginning June 1st, https://psa
-photo.org/index.php?divisionsphotojournalism-photo-storycompetition for instructions
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the tourists do. You might be surprised at what you find. Visit a local historical house that you have always meant to, but
have never gotten around to seeing. Attend a festival or gathering that you seem to miss every year. Stop and eat at that
quirky café that you walk by on your way somewhere else.
Experiment with a Photographic Technique—It is not just what and
where you photograph, but how. Shake things up and experiment with
different photographic techniques. For instance, try your hand at long
exposure. Landscape photographers use long exposure to blur water and
clouds. But long exposures can create ghostly effects by blurring people
walking down the street. If your shutter is left open long enough, people
in crowded spaces completely disappear! Explore intentional motion blur
or play with the creative effects built into your camera. Make double
exposures or play with light trails. This is a great way to learn a photographic technique. But it also opens up your mind to different photographic possibilities.
Have New Experiences—Iconic photographer Jay Maisel famously said, “If you want to make more interesting pictures,
become a more interesting person.” If you a looking for photographic inspiration, try things you would not normally do. Go
to a vintage baseball game or take a kayaking lesson. Go on a guided tour or learn meditation. Bring your camera along and
document this new experience. The journey of your photography is the journey of your life. The camera goes where you go.
The camera sees what you see. If you see interesting things, your photos will be interesting
Conclusion—It is not the camera that makes the photographs; it is the photographer. Familiarity blinds us to the photographic possibilities in our daily life. You can choose to put your camera on a shelf, waiting for that exotic trip that never
seems to happen. Or you can dust off the camera and shake out the compositional cobwebs. Changing your mindset is all
you need to do to find photographic inspiration in your own backyard. On your photographic journey, you might discover a
little about yourself along the way.
Source: https://shesnaps.co/finding-photography-inspiration-in-your-backyard/

Photo Opportunities

Photo Idea Calendar

May 7
Velofest in Trexlertown
https://
thevelodrome.com/aboutvelofest/

May 7-8
Hershey Gardens
Mother’s Day Weekend
9am-5pm
https://
www.hersheygardens.org/

May 7-8
Longwood Gardens
Mother’s Day Weekend
https://
longwoodgardens.org/
events-performances

May 13-14, Jefferson
DAD VAIL Regatta, Philadelphia https://
www.dadvail.org/
May 20-21, PrideFest,
New Hope https://
www.newhopecelebrates.c
om/
Union Canal Days, May 21,
Lebanon https://
lebanoncountyhistory.org/
canal-tunnel/canal-days

May 28-30 Harrisburg
Artsfest
https://harrisburgpa.gov/
special-events/artsfest/
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Workshops
Apogee Photo Magazine
For more information log on to
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml
Wildlife and Nature Travel
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops
www.artwolfeworkshops.com
Don Smith Photography
www.donsmithphotography.com
Brenda Tharp
www.brendatharp.com/
M&M Photo Tours
http://www.mmphototours.com/
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography Seminar
http://www.photosafaris.com/

Jack Graham Photography
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/
Rocky Mountain Reflections
www.rockymtnrefl.com/
photographyworkshops.html
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America
http://www.sphotography.com
Photo Workshop Adventures
www.photoworkshopadventures.com
Michael Francis Photo Shoots
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours
www.ospreyphoto.com
Horizon Photography Workshops
www.horizonworkshops.com

Photo Editing Feature—Lightroom Profiles vs. Presets
Lightroom profiles
are processes to convert your
camera's raw information to
the colours and tones we see
when we open the image file.
Think of it as a base layer.
You will find all of your profiles under the 'Basic' tab in
the 'Develop' module.

Lightroom presets are image filters (that use a
set of pre-saved settings) used to edit your photos to look brighter, richer, and generally more
amazing on Adobe Lightroom Classic CC, and
Lightroom CC

Video on the differences between Profiles and Presets: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SWgPydBfMKo
And another video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_Lw2GKf7po

Random Idea of the Month– Stacking
Stacking works just as it sounds – you capture a series of images over time and combine them
into one frame. Think of a time lapse, but with the final product being an image, not a video. The
intervalometer in your camera (or on a remote) can be programmed to take a series of images at
the settings you choose, for a certain amount of time, at a certain interval. Set up your camera,
choose your settings (manual mode works best for consistency), and trigger the intervalometer.
There are other advantages to stacking as well. You can surpass the length of exposure that most
ND filters will allow, and your final image quality can be higher due to not suffering from heat
noise.
How to perform image stacking for product photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GI9LxUzftGs
How to perform image stacking for landscape photography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oMQzjzk-tFo
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Officers
President: Paul Hess, rvdoc@comcast.net
Vice President: Ed Gundrum, ejgun@evenlink.com

Meetings are the
first Tuesday of
each month!

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, lebanoncamera@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joni Bonus O’Ship mjoship@comcast.net
Program: Keith Kotay keith@kotay.net
Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove connief922@gmail.com
Competition: Melodie Bechtel, melodiebee@gmail.com
Community Affairs: Bill Sypher, sypher1@comcast.net
Webmaster: Tom Gainer, tom_gainer@comcast.net

If you would like to do a program on anything digital
related or know someone who would, please let us
know.
Or
If you have something of interest for our members,
please email them to the Newsletter
Editor, Connie at Lebanon-camera@gmail.com.

Everyone is invited to attend
our regular monthly
meetings.
Unless otherwise noted we
meet the first Tuesday at
6:30PM in St. Stephen’s
Christian Fellowship Church,
1100 Hunter Chase Lane,
Lebanon PA.
The club is a member of the
Photographic Society of
American (PSA).
Cancellation or last minute
changes of events will normally be sent to members via
email and broadcast on radio
station WLBR, AM 1270.

Only members may enter
competitions. Dues are $25
per year and include the
newsletter and monthly
meeting minutes.
Digital Competition entries
are due at least one day prior
to the scheduled competition.

Competition Committee will keep
winning Print entries for the end
of year competition unless the
member requests return of entries
before then. In that case, the
member would be responsible for
re-submitting them for the end of
year competition.
Directions: From Rt 72 N of Lebanon where N 12th St becomes
Jonestown Road at the McDonalds, follow Jonestown Road north
past the Turkey Hill. Jonestown
Road will become Sandhill Road.
Keep on Sandhill road until it
branches to the left into Grace
Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10
of a mile from the split before you
pass Youth for Christ and Fisher
Bus.
Products and services of interest
to photographers are presented as
a service without review or endorsement.
Trademarks are the property of
the respective companies.
Graphics copyright © 2001-2004

Microsoft Corporation, the
club, or as marked.
Dates and times of events
may change. Please check
local listings.

Below are links of
online pdf files from
past workshops and
monthly meeting
presentations:
http://
www.lebanoncameraclub.or
g/newsletters

https://
www.lebanoncameracl
ub.org/links

